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ISRO plans to push more satellites this year

xMars Orbiter Mission launch slated for October

SLICE OF THE 2013-14 SPACE PIE *

i .
{‘Madhumathi D.S.

IiBANGALORE: The coming
'year’s Rs.5,615-crore outlay
ifor the Department of Space
‘has no new or big-ticket pro-
Jjects even as it levels the al-

Jwas earmarked originally for
2012-13.

!, The prestigious Mars Or-
biter Mission — floated
'some two years back and
,js]ated for October this year
— looks the fanciest, while
the launch vehicles continue
r o get their proud slice of the
\‘Ple

Il This year, apart from the
Mars project estimated at
.R8.450 crore, the space
|agency wants to push its first
i.navigational satellite (NSS),

location exactly with what

: Satellitel launche; ’ Outlay In 2013-14
k r b “(inlls,cr) -
.9§!:‘!.§M'.‘_'!!.(b°th operationsd | 222,
ACTS/GSATA satellite(+ foreignfauncher) | .~ = " 203
Mars orbiter LJers
‘GSLV Midil development T[T 1395
NSS (navigationalsatellitey | 135
_GSAT 15 [+foreign launcher] 100 [+3001
"GSAT 16 [+fore|qn Iauncher] 95 [+305]
Human space fllqht 27
the dedicated GSAT-? space- vanced communications

craft (costing Rs. 462 crore
with launcher) for the Navy;
and the four-tonne ad-

satellite ACTS or GSAT-11, a
senior Indian Space Re-
search Organisation official

told The Hindu,

The ACTS will be
heaviest satellite to be
to date by ISRO.

The advanced Geo-Imag-
ing Satellite GISAT to be put
in the medium Earth orbitis
on the to-do list.

The completion of! the
GSLV rocket with its indige-
nous cryogenic engmeé and
GSLV Mark-1I1 — its big
brother version for llftn;lg 4-
tonne satellites — remain
prlont]es, the official pa]d
MKk-I11I is slated for the first
trialin the second half of this
year without the cryo-stage
. These two, along w1t1? the
semi-cryogenic programme,
get about Rs. 420 crore.

built

Non-Plan provision

Last year’s outlay is now
revised to Rs.5,615 crore
from Rs.3,880 crore.

the-

This year, DoS gets a non-
Plan provision of Rs.1,177
crore.

An upgraded PSLV rocket
will lift the 1,300-kg Mars
spacecraft to the longest
space haul that India has ev-
er travelled — after the 4-
lakh-km Chandrayaan-1
mission of 2008.

Anoutlay of Rs.167.5 crore
has been set apart for the
Mars mission in the budget.

In the absence of the
GSLV to lift communica-
tions satellites above 2,000
kg, three procured or foreign
launches have been factored
inforthe ACTS, GSAT 15and
16.

Chandrayaan-2 and the
human flight plan, which get
relatively small outlays,
have been put on the back-
burner for now, the official
said.
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1IM gender sensitivity
panel to be disbanded

HEASON Woman prof finds hias in the probe

HT Correspondent

S maitehneabikind e tantimas o

WDORE: The gender sensitiv
ity committee at the Indian
Institute of Management,
Indore {HIM-TY whieh wos inves-
tarating g comphaint of sexual
harassment filed by a female
professor agamnst a colleague,
would be dissolved, according
0 saurces,

The commiittes would now
he reconstituted after the com-
plamant reportedly expressed
her eoneern about bnas in the
wvestration as she had some
issues with some of the mem-
hers, Soan after the complaint
fast week, the eammittee had
recorded the statement of the
wvielim,

She had earbier registered

her complaint with director of

the mnstitute N Ravichandran
against the assocuate professor
of marketing department on
Fehruary 201,
This ¢eomplaimt was then
Forwarded to this commit-
ee, which looks ito the mat-

ters of sevual harassment on

AT PUR,
The present conmymittes is

headed by Beba Majomdar,

.4 dvocate and E‘Ilt-f'ﬂ‘[}f'{?l'lf-_‘UE'

ard the members inelude dean
{admmistration} M-, faculty
memthers Abha (har{erw@

Land 5K Ghosh Prom TIM-L
- Mukta Gupta, AGM, State

Bank of Tndza, Bhavea I\d SO0,
nfticer {pla{{‘*rnﬁlt} fromt HEM
Indore, Ankita Satiia, student
representative from PGE and
Patka Chitlar FPM representa-
tive,

HM-T spolesperson Akthar
Parver dented anv ¢om-

~ment. When HT L'{mu{‘ted

Maumdar she also refused to
COMnerL.,
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Coalnet scam: CVC for
-action on 3 IIT profs:

Nitin Sethl | TnN

'New Delhi: The Central Vigilance

Commission has concurred with
the CBI and recommended depart-
mental proceedings against three
IIT professors in the Coalnet scam.
It has asked for proceedings to be
carried out for ‘major penalties’
against Prof A K Bhowmick, Prof R
N Banerjee and initiation of minor

penalty proceedings against Prof P .

P Chakrabarti.
Major penalties in such depart-

mental inquiries include dismissal’

from services. .
The move eomes in the Coalhet

barti was selected by a panel headed
by the human resources develop-
ment minister in 2012 to head IIT
Kharagpur. Banerjee continues to
work at IIT Kharagpur. The former
two were selected to head the insti-
tutions without the mandatory vigi-
lance clearance.,

CBIfound Bhowmick and Baner-
jee primarily responsible for out-
sourcing the project’ and Chakra-
barti for misrepresenting facts to
CoalIndiaLimited. CBI initsreport
noted that the three faculty mem-
bershadtried tomanipulaterecords
in their defence.

The CBIreport was not acted up-

.‘ﬁgm in IIT Kharagpur, for whigh ., onforyears. Thenin2009-10, the pro-
e CBI in 2007 had recommended - ject came under the CAG's scanner
gction against the three who were . with the apex government auditor

e}l%en professorsat the institution, ... .concluding that implementation of

In 2001, Coal India Ltd awarded a
contract toIIT Kharagpur for imple-
mentation and training of a soft-
ware called Coalnet. The award was
for Rs 8.9 crore and the contract re-
quired IIT to maintain confidential-
ity of the data shared and not out-
source the job further. But the
institute sub-contracted the jobtoa
company run by an ITT Kharagpur
alumnus, TCG Software Pvt Ltd. It
did exactly the same, again in viola-
tion of norms, with the second

.phase of the project which was
worthRs 18.8crore.

Bhowmick was later selected to
head IIT Patna in 2009 and Chakra-

oalnet remained unfruitful even
after seven years and an expendi-
ture of Rs39.58 crore. ‘

In 2012, TIT Kharagpur’s board of
governorsdecided tonot take cogni-
zance of thealleged offencesagainst
the three professors leading to the
HRD ministry’s vigilance wing ask-
ing the institute to seek advice from
the CVC.

The commission has withheld
the vigilance clearance - the lack of
which prevented Chakrabarti’s ap-
pointment as director being formal-
ized - and agreed with CBI that pro-
ceedings should be carried out
against the three.

Page 4 of 12
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COALNETSCAM s

CVC asks HRD
Ministry to fire
3 II'T professors:

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B NEW DELH!

while options under minot

(Bhowmick 7a'nd Banerjee) -

'In a*first of its kind, the- penalty proceedings against '

Central Vigilance Commi- Chakraborty "are being
ssion (CVC) has asked the weighed upon. - B
HRD Ministry to dismissthree ~ ~ Bhowmick was appointed
IIT professors .— including-. JIT-Patna Director in 2009 by
IIT-Patna Director and the
Dean of the prestigious IIT-
Khdragpur — from service.
*These IIT top bosses have
been indicted in the infamous
¥40-crore Coalnet scam for
computerisation of Coal India’
Limited (CIL) and its sub-
sidiaries between 2001 and

Singh, even though the former

- major penalty, which included
dismissal from service. The
mandatory vigilance clearance
was not sought from the CVC
for his appointment.

then HRD Minister - Arjun -

" faced a CBI indictment for a *

Page 5 of 12

PR ' ) ' " m o
wiictems. GVG asks HRD Ministry
2004. The case has been report-~ has been Dean of the Institute .
ed in The Pioneer : ey - ' i
- to fire 3 IIT professors

extensively,

" The ~ CVC’s
recommendation-
came after 2 meet-
ing between CVC
officials and HRD
secretary Ashok
Thakur last month,
The CVC stepped
in when Min
istry’s © Chief
Vigilance - Officer
(CVO) sought
-its suggestion on
rthe matter, - .. .
i In a letter

“dated February 19, 2013, the for a decade now, was also .

CVC advised IIT-Kharagput to  indicted by CBI in the Coalnet
initiate major’ penalty pro- scam, HRD Minister Kapil
ceedings against IIT-Patna
Director AK Bhowmick, IIT-. mandatory vigilance clearance.
.Kharagpur Professer RN.. before  nominating
“Banerjee and minor penalty
proceedings against' IIT-. in Augustlast year. P
Kharagpur Dean PP : With the selection proe
Chakraborty. While Banerjee dute mired in controversy, 71T
was re-engaged by IIT- Kharagpur is headed by an

Kharagpur post-retirement, Officiating Director since
Chakraborty was Director- October 2012, -
select as a single-member panel . . Chakraborty was selected

of the institute. He was alsoin * by a search-cum-selection
the race for the top postat ITT-  committee, headed by Sibal
Kharagpur. Chairpersons of UGC, AICTE,
A top HRD Ministry offi- "IIT-Kharagpur, and Kris
,cial said that advice of major Gopalakrishnan of Infosys were
penalty proceedings means . members of the selection panel,
‘dismissal from service Continued on Page 4

Sibal too did not seek the 4

him-:
Director-select of the institute .

4

5 ‘Chakraborrr
“*'. ments available with The Pioneer,

.. From Page 1 :

THe search commitiee did not
record the CBI case against
According to the docu-

IIT-Khargapur sought the CVC

. - advice for quashing the CBI recom-
- » mendations after Chakraborty’s

appointment. .

In"an unprecedented step, HRD
Joint Secretary (Administration) and
CVO Amit Khare had taken a bold step
in overruling the decision of his then
Secretary (Higher Education) Vibha
Puri Das to quash the CBI prosecution
against Bhowmick and Chakraborty.
Instead, he sought advice .of CVC
in the case. o

While Khare’s decision wis hailed
as a step to rein in corruption, Das, who
was also made a member of the
Board of Governors of IIT-Kharagpur,
was transferred to the .Tribal
Ministry.

Sources said that the HRD Ministry
had already conveyed its helplessness
to various authorities — including the
Visitor (President of India) — in tack-
ling many irregularities committed by

the chain of prestigious institutes,
especially IIT-Khargapur, in the
recent times, '

The CVC had repeatedly advised
HRD Ministry that IIT-Kharagpur
should have a full-time CVO.

The institute is also likely to face
the music for ignoring the HRD
Ministry’s repeatedg directions to revoke
suspension of IIT-whistleblower Prof
Rajeev Kumar of Computer
Science and Engineering Department.
While the CVC is seized -with the
matter, the complaint has also
reached the Visitor {President of
India). " ’

IT-Kharagpur refused to place
the procedural matter of allegations -
against Kumar before the HRD
Ministry and the Visitor for a review,
It, however, responded after a gap of
four months saying an inquiry has
already been conducted against Kumar
and the report submitted to the IIT-
Kharagpur Director.

The HRD Ministry has also taken
serious note of IIT-Kharagpur making
excess payment to the Inquiry Officer
in order to implicate Prof Kumar,
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Bill would enable ITMs to
reach greater heights

Nikhil Kumar Ranjan

NITY is Strength: this proverb isapt
for the issue relating to the new IIM
Bill, as teamwork always leads to better
results. While the new IIM Bill aims at
strengthening the power of the IIMs, ital-
somightendangertheir autonomy.
Themainaim of theBillis to strength-
en the power of the IIMs by giving them
the legal authority of granting degrees.
Unlike the T couneil, it willnot have the
decision-making power. The Bill aims for
cocrdination and doesn't, in any way, en-
danger the autonomy of the established
IIMs. The flexibility enjoyed by estab-
lished IIMs will not be compromised, it
hasbeen assured by the MHRD.

Another provision of the Bﬂl is that
the institutions will have to undergoape-
riodic review every five years, and they
would be evaluated on innovation, entre-

' preneurship, research, impact on trade

and society, quality of teaching and gov-
ernance, achievingaglobal standing, etc.

In my opinion, the proposed Bill will
strengthen the powers and even recogni-
tion of all the IIMs by making them de-

. gree-granting institutions. This would

bringaboutacatalytic growthir}the over-
allstructureof thelIMsand wouldenable
them toreach greater heights.

Theauthor studies at KIIT University,
Bhubaneswar. Thisentryispartof theFE
Mastermind contest. Views arepersonal
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Government should go

“ahead with the Bﬂl

AnantaReddy

HE proposed ITM Bill talks about the

settingupof anapexbodythat willact
as a coordinating avenue for all IIMs; it is
similartothellT council. IIMs will beable
to grant degrees rather than diplomas
and can also confer academic titles.

The benefits of this Bill are manifold.
First, it can facilitate alliance among the
IIMs (earlier attempts to do so outside the
formal- system have not vyielded
favourable results). The council can facil-
itate research and sharing of resources
between students and faculty. It will be
beneficial tonewer IIMs as they can learn
alot from possible collaborations and the
ability toaward degrees willgoalongway

in international recogmtmn to their pro-
grammes. Also, periodic reviews will
make IIMs accountable. | '

IIMs are divided in their views on the
proposed Bill, with the older ones {(espe-
cially IIMA) opposing it as it will endan-
ger their autonomy, while the newer ones
supporting it, expecting it to fast-track
their growth process. ‘

I believe the government should go
ahead with the Bill but it should make
sure that institutes remain autonomous
as each of the 13 IIMs are in different
stages of growth. !

The author studies at FMS Delhi,
Thisentryispartof theFE Mastermind
contest. Views arepersonal
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"This parsimony is ill-advised

The Finance Minister's drastic cut in the budgetary allocation for teacher educatlon has sent across a message that

P-9

the Government is not serious about enhancing the quality in higher educaﬂon innovation and research

| hen it is officlally
Wreported that out of
the sanctioned 16,602

1posmons of academics in 42
:Central universities, only 6,542
are occupied, it should not be
“difficult to visualise the levels
of research and innovations.
Quality in education is a
national concern. The President
jand the Prime Minister recent-
{iyi. addressed 40 Vice-
iChancellots of Central univer-
|sities on the state of affairs in
education/higher education.
“This welcome step should kin-
,dle hope amongst all con-
icerned that things shall be
‘transformed for the better. One
Iwould even be considerably sat-
lisfied ifthe alarming downward
'slide in quah?( of academic
"attainments of students and
output in research and innova-
tions could just be halted.
Any improvements and
initiatives to move towards
excellence would only be the

Mars Rover Op Hit As Nasa Trles To Fix Computer Problem S

Washington: A computer
glitch on Nasa's Mars rover
Curiosity has forced the sci-
entists to put the rohot en
‘safe mode” while engineers
try tofix the problem.

The intentional swap put
the rover, as anticipated, into
a minimal-activity precau-
tionary status called “safe
mode,” Nasa said.

The team will shift the
rover from safe mode to oper-
ational status in a few days
and is troubleshooting the
condition that affected oper-
ations. The condition is relat-
ed toaglitch in flash memory
linked to the other, now-inac-
tive, computer.

“We switched computers
to get to a standard state from
which to begin restoring rou-

next step. The hallowed posi-
tion of the Vice-Chancellor is
supposed to be occupied by
gersons of highest level of pro-

essional and scholarly attain-
ments. He is supposed to be an
embodiment of learning, and
scholarship; and also a creator
and disseminator of knowledge
for people’s welfare. The Vice-
Chancellor leads his flock of
researchers and scholars in the
search for truth. Obvicusly

such a person would be a role -
- model in living a value-based

life. One should presume that
when appointments are made
to the exalted positions of the
Vice-Chancellors, the Union
Government remains con-
scious of these high expecta-
tions from them. No consider-
ations, other than merit, are
taken into account.
Unfortunately, the day the
President interacted with the
Vice-Chancellors, (February 5)
reports in the media said that

TECH TROUBLE: Nasa s hopeful

of resuming science
investigations within a few days

tine operations,” said Ri-
chard Cook of Nasa's Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory, project
manager for the Mars Sct-

the Union Minister for Finance
has communicated a Budget cut
to Ministry of Human Resource
Development which will
adversely impact the Ministry’s
schemes to revamp this one of
the most critical areas in edu-
cation that needs resurrection at
the earliest. It was probably this
realisation that brought an allo-
cation of 500 crore to HRD
Ministry for teacher education
in the budgetary allocations
for the year 2012-13. The HRD
Ministry was working enthusi-
astically on it. .

Now that this allocation
stands drastically reduced to
%292 crore, motivation would
be the biggest casualty.

It becomes the responsibil-
ity of universities to ensure
that the prlm:rﬂ teachers are
endowed with all the necessary
pre-requisites that would bnng
out the best from body, min.
and spirit of the children under
their charge. There are strong

suggesuons that to move

towards quality in higher edu-
cation, the Initiatives must
accord top priority to the learn-

er attainments in elementary
schools. To begin with, improve
teacher training institutions,
remove the substandard ones
ruthlessly and let the
Government come in a big way
to open more, We need teacher
preparation institutions with
same urgency, if not more, as we
need more [ITs and 1IMs, This
basic fact has been ignored all
along. Reluctance on the part of
the Government to put in more
resources in teacher education

_has left the field free for

unscrupulous ‘investors’

The quality in higher edu-
cation depends upon the qual-
ity of innovation and research.
These, in turn, depend on the
commitment and devotion of
the faculty members. It takes
shape in an environment of
encouragement and availabili-

Times of India 04/03/2013
P-13

Curiosity in ‘safe mode’ after memory glitch

ence Laboratory Project.

Like many spacecraft, Cu-
riositycarriesapairof redun-
dantmain computers in order
to have a backup available if
one fails. Bach of the comput-
ers, A-side and B-side, alsohas
other redundant subsystems
linked tojust that computer.

Curiosity is now operat-
ingon its B-side, as it did dur-
ing part of the flight from
Earth to Mars,

“While we are resuming
operations on the B-side, we
arealsoworkingto determine
the best way to restore the A-
side as a viable backup,” said
JPL engineer Magdy Bareh,
leader of the mission’s anom-
aly resolution team.

The spacecraft remained
in communications at all

scheduled communication
windows on Wednesday, but it
didnotsendrecordeddata, on-
ly currentstatus infor mation.

The status information re-
vealed that the computer had
notswitched totheusnal daily
“sleep” mode when planned.

Diagnostic work in a test-
ing simulation at JPL -indi-
cates the situation involved
corrupted memory at an A-
side memory location used
for addressing memory files.

Resumption of science in-
vestigations is anticipated
within few days. Thelaborato-
ry instruments inside the rov-
er have been analysing por-
tions of the first sample of
rock powder ever collected
from the interior of a rock
onMars. pn

i

ty of requisite resource support.
No university can achieve excel-
lence if it manages with part-
time teachers. It is a ridiculous

sitiation that has been permit- -

ted by the regulatory bodies i in
the universities.

It all began with appoint-
ments of school teachers on the
pittance of an honorarium. This
practice is now, prevalent in
most of the States. It is impos-
sible to assess the damage that
has been caused to the quality
of higher education because of
this one disastrous ‘innovation:

The Vice-Chancellors were
justified when they pleaded for
‘freedom to recruit short term
faculty and young faculty from
India and abroad. What is gen-
erally not taken up for discus-
sions in such interactions is the
issue of ‘autonomy’ of the
Central university and also the
relationship between the HRD
Ministry and the universities.
There is a general perception
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that it is the dilution of the func-
tional autonomy which restricts
the Vice-Chancellors from tak-

mg bold decisions. :

The National Pohcy on
Educatlon 1986/92, which is
yet to be revisited, clearly
asserts that ‘no people can rise
above the level of their teach-
ers. This is a universally
acknowledged and experienced
fact of human advancement
and development

ression of anxiety is
necessary ut never sufficient.
It must be augmented by seri-
ous and pragmatic initiatives at
the implementation level.

The Union Finance.
Minister’s cut in the teacher
education budget once again '
sends a message to all con-
cerned that the Government is
not serious. This trend must be
reversed. It also demoralises
institutions that imay really be
keen to embark npon bold ini- ./
tiatives in various areas.

pace tourists’ poop to

shield from radiation

London: Astrenautsonboard
aprivately-funded expedition
to Mars in 2018 will use
their own faeces to protect
themselves against cosmic
radiation.

The couple during the In-
spiration Marsmission, fund-
ed by multimillionaire Den-
nis Tito, and set to fly-by the
Red Planet in 2018, will face
cramped conditions, muscle
atrophy and potential
boredom. However, their
greatest health risk comes
from exposure to the radi-
ation from cosmic rays, ‘New
Scientist’reported.

The project will develop a

-radiation shield for the

spacecraft by lining its walls
with human waste, among
other materials,

“It’s a little queasy sound-
ing, but there’s no place for
that material to go, and it
makes great radiation shield-
ing,” said Taber MacCallum,
amember of the team funded
by Tito who announced the
audacious plan earlier.

Solid and liguid human
waste products would be put
into bags and used as a radi-
ation shield - as well as being
dehydrated so that any water
can be recycled for drinking,
McCallum said. pm



Aarti Dhar

Now colleges and universi-
ties, including those in re-
mote areas, can interact,
communicate,
and attend meetings, all on-
line. )

An internet-based knowl- N
edge sharing platform named

A-VIEW — Amrita Virtual In-
teractive E-Learning . World
~ will soon connect 20,000
colleges across. the country.
The platform has been devel-
oped under the National Mis-
sion.on Education through
Information and Communi-
cation Technology
(NMEICT) of the Ministry of
Human Resource Develop-
ment.

This was announced by the
Union Higher Education Sec-
retary Ashok Thakur at the
meeting of the Vice Chancel-
lors of Central Universities
with President Pranab Muk-
herjee recently.

Mr. Thakur said most uni-
versities had a large number
of affiliated colleges and form
an ecosystemn with their col-
leges. A-View — designed by
Amrita University — can be
used by these colleges for vid-

ec-conferencing among
themselves. :
A-VIEW has been specially

designed for online classes,
faculty training and online
meetings. The system enables
online education and meet-
ings using various communi-
cation modules like

audio/video;, Whiteboard col-.

laboration content sharing
and other advanced features.

Several universities are al-
ready actively using A-VIEW.
Some of these include Mum-
bai University, Pondicherry
University, IIIT Hyderabad,
and Babasaheb Ambedkar

coordinate -
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An Internet-based knowledge sharing |

platform will enable universities across the

VlliTUAl. REALITY: Teachers in Coimbatore attend a w'deq’ conf‘erencing.
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University, According to Raj-
pal 8. Hande, University of

Mumbai, “A-VIEW is work-

ing very well at our end. We
have connected 200 colleges.
We are running a programme
known as EYES [Enlighten
Yourself Every Saturday] and
we telecast this programme
to all colleges through A-
VIEW." - ‘

This technology would en-
able Universities with colleg-
es in remote areas to reach
out to these difficult-to-re-
ach colleges. Some such uni-
versities are Assam

. cblleges o

T o
¥

University, Kashmir Univer-
sity, Bihar University, Jam-
mu , University and North
Maharashtra University.
“A-VIEW is a very attrac-
tive programme especially
for ‘'us here in the remote
areas. We have around 300
colleges affiliated to us and
they are all in remote place.
This kind of facility will real-
ly help us,” Bekington Myr-
boh, Pro-Vice Chancellor of
Norgh Eastern Hill Universi-
ty, said. L
A-VIW has already been
installed at more than 450

country to connect with théiy affiliated

universities and 2,000 colleg-
es across the country. Ac-
cording to Prof Kamal
Bijlani, Director E-Learning
Research Lab, “A-VIEW ad-
dresses one of the most crit-
ical issues of India’s higher

‘education system today. Mil-

lions of students want to
learn, but are not fortunate
enough to have well-qualified
teachers to train them. With
A-VIEW, cne good teacher
can teach tens of thousands
of students simultaneously at
different locations all gver
India, as though in person.”



HT Correspondent
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MUMBAI: The Nagpur bench of
the Bombay high court has
directed the police to probe alle-
gations that the Nagpur
University vice chancellor Vilas
Sapkal had submitted forged
documents to secure the post.

Justice Arun Chaudhari and
justice Avinash Lavande on
Wednesday asked the Nagpur
police commissioner to probe
the matter in four weeks and
report to them.

Sunilkumar Mishra, former
chairman of the board of mass
communication studies at

HT Mumbai

Probe Nagpur VC forgery charges: HC

Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj
Nagpur University, had filed a
plea in the court on the matter.

HT first reported the issue in
September 2011, when Mishra
had lodged a complaint against
Sapkal with the Malabar Hill
police because the Raj Bhavan
comes under its jurisdiction and
the governor is in charge of all
universities in the state. Mishra
later moved the court.

In the complaint, Mishra
alleged that Sapkal, 52, had
forged information while apply-
ing for the post. He has also
named officials in the chancel-
lor’s office as co-accused.

The Mumbai police had

THE PETITION FILED
CLAIMS THAT SAKPAL
FORGED INFORMATION
ABOUT WHERE HE HAD
WORKED PRIOR TO HIS

S ——

passed on the complaint to
Nagpur, from where it was sent
to the state government with-
out being investigated.

Sapkal, a chemistry profes-
sor, took charge as the vice chan-
cellor in September 2010.

Mishra, who challenged the
guidelines for appointing VCs

HT Chandigarh

Robots

HT Live Correspondent
® chdlivedesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The next time
you undergo a surgery at
the Post Graduate Institute
of Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER), a
robotic hand may just make
an incision and carry out
the procedure on you, as the
premier institute recently
began the process of pur-
chasing “robotic surgical
systems”.

FUTURISTIC TREATMENT
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in the state, sought informatior
on Sapkal’s appointment, bu
the governor’s office in Mumba
University, Nagpur Universit;
and Amravati University, whert
Sapkal worked last, did not give
him a copy of the document t
prove Sapkal’s claim that he
worked at the Mumbai-basec
Ton Exchange (India) Ltd as :
chemical engineer betweet
1987 and 1988.

Mishra’s petition also allegec
that apart from his stint at Ior
Exchange, Sapkal has also liec
about his job as a technica
director in the Mumbai office o
Sartorious AG, a Germar
biotech company.

to help PGI cure patients

PGI BEGINS PROCESS
OF PURCHASING
‘ROBOTIC SURGICAL
INSTRUMENTS' FOR

e

The institute had in
January floated tenders for
the purchase of robotic surgi-
cal systems on turnkey basis.
A source said the systems on
which the PGIMER is expect-

ed to spend Rs 20 crore
would be first introduced in

the pipeline for long. Even
the institute’s director,

the department of urology. A
robotically-assisted surgery,
experts say, overcomes the
limitations of minimally-inva-
sive surgery and improves
accuracy in case of an open
surgery.

A source in the PGIMER
said the institute was yet
to chalk out a plan on how
much would a robotic
surgery cost. Robotic surgi-
cal systems have been in

YK Chawla, had last year
announced that PGIMER
was going to start robotic
surgery soon.

All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
in New Delhi had introduced
the same system in its urol-
ogy department in 2010.
Robot-assisted bariatric
(weight-loss) surgery is also
now performed at
AIIMS.



